





The President’s
Report

by
Harry H Overtoom

The convention in Philadelphia is developing into one
of the biggest ones the L.LCCA has ever enjoyed. Asa
result, we are going to ieed additional volunteers to help
during the week of the convention. Jimmy Popp and
Lou Capeni can’t do it all themselves. If'youlive near
Philadelphia and have from 3 to5 days available to help
during July 21 - 26, please.call Lou at (610) 583-7711
during the day; Just eall! It will'be a Iot of funand you
wiil have a great time.

HORSESHOE CURVE TOUR

As of April 27, 1998 we have sold over 300 seats for
the train tour. This leaves only 200t0.go. If you haven't
signed up and want to go, you better de it now.
It has come to our attention that somenon-membershave
signed up for the tour, Let me restate thata member can
take his/her spouse and children under the age of 21, If
you know of anyotie who is over the age of 21 who has
signed up to go and does not fit the above qualifications,
please have them take the additional step of calling me
or Lou Caponi to join the LCCA and register for the
convention. This is a requirement of our insurance car-
rier, We will be checking prior to boarding the train.
Don’t embarrass yourself orus. Have non-members
over 21 please check with us.
The train will have two Dinette Cars for snacks and to
serve the lanch provided with your ticket, There will not
be any alcohol served or allowed on the tour. In addi-
tion, Artrak does not allow smioking in the cars. There
will be plenty of time to light up prior to loading and
once we arrive in Altoona. It’s going to be d great trip -
sign up now!

“We have had several inquires as to why there aré no
layout tours.in Philadelphia. The two main reasons are
the higuses are small, o only a limited number of people
could attend and the stréets are so natrow, busses would
riot be able-to maneuver and park. Beyond. that, the

Club has a liability if anything is damiaged or removed
from someone’s home. When possible, we do. try to
offer layout tours at our conventions.

ODYSSEY MOTOR i

I attended several meétings at the April York Meet. At
one of them, Lionel’s new Vice-President of Sales, Bob
Ryder; mentioned the disappearance from their display
of the prototype Qdyssey Motor. T am sure someone
inadvertently took it, so. if you know who'may have it,
please call Bob Ryder at Lionel (810) 949-4100.0r me

‘at (606) 268-1942. We will help return it for other train

buffs to see.

BEN FRANKLI ‘

At our Convention banquet, we will have a very well
known Philadelphia figure come to the dinoer and meet,
greet, take picfures With, and entertain you as Ben
Eranklin. He dresses like, looks similar to and talks to
us as he portrays the venerable old Philadelphian. You
will not believe your eyes.or ears. He is very good and
extremely convineing as he portrays the old gentleman.
Heis worth the price of admission.

MEMBER CARDS

Many of our-new and old members have had their new
member cards delayed in mailing. It was our fault be-
cause we ran out of cards and it took a long time for
them to be reprinted, sent to our business office and
mailed to you. My apologies to you who were affected.

Bill Schmeelk spoke with Niel Young who told him that
Lionel would be coming out with a new ZW ifiabout a
year. Itwill resemble the old ZW, but will operate off of
190 wattpower blocks like the TrainMaster System. By.
combining four, you can getup to 760watts. It has many
other hi-tech features you all want, We have been wait-

ing a long time for this.-and now it seems we will get it.
‘We will provide you more information as-it is available,

VOTE

In the last issue, T thought you would have your ballot.
That was obviously wrong. I’m sorry I misled you. Itwill
be arriving shortly. Please vote. Remember, itis your
Club.
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Call us at 810-949-4100, or visit our website at
www.lionel.com to learn more about this and the many.
other new programs that we’ve introduced to prepare
the company and the hobby for anew generation and
the new millennium.

Odds & Ends
From The Backshop

By
Ronnie Rise MMR

Early “E” Units

In my first column, T am going to deal with a very
comimon problem which manifests itself in most all Pre-
war Lionel E units, both “O” and Standard gauge. Most
frequently these E units will stick in the operated position
and no amount of cleaning of the solenoid plunger or the
coil core will restore teliable operation. These E units
have a built in design problem, which I will show you
how to correct.. Lionel later re-designed the coil assern-
bly, after the war, and eliminated the problem. The E-
units in question can be-identified by looking at Figure

one.
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Look at the top of your Eunit and compare it to Figure
one, Ifithas the three brass tabs and novisible rivet in the
center, you have one of the pre<war units. When the early E
uriit operates, the plungermakes contact with the steet frame
and sticks to it. This sticking problem is caused by the pluniger
and the coil frame becoming magnetized overa period of
fime. Barly on, T'experimented with de-magnetizing, but found
this tobe a temporaiy solution at best.

Looking at Figure two will show how Lionel corrected
the problem when they re-designed the unit. Note that the
conical ihsert ismade of brass. Thiis eliminates the steel-to-

steel contact between the plunger and the frame and cor--

rects the residual magnetism problem very nicely. Also,

take note of the nylon coil form which replaced the paper

coil form in the irpdated version. This simplified machine

winding of thie coil.
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In analyzing the differences between the early and late
E unit designs, it becomes readily apparent that we need a
magnetic batriet of brass between the plunger: and the top
of the frame. 1Have devised a simple modification for the
Pre-war E unit which solvesthe problem quite nicely. See.

©

e \012 BRASS CAP

PLUNGER

FieurE THREE

Figarethree,

To.modify the Pre-war style E unit, proceed as.fol-
lows. Spread the bottom halves of the Eunit using either
a large pair of needle-nose pliers ora Lionel spreader
tool. Remove the lower contact finger assembly and
drum. Spread the-frame just far enough to extract the

pawl and plunger assembly.

This is the part we will modify. Secure asmall picee
of thin (.012) brass-sheet stock from a hardware ot
hobby store. Using a bench grinder, remove material
from the top flat of the plunger equal to the thickness of
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the brassyou plan to-add. After grind’i_ng5 dress.the top
of the plunger to insure itis both flat and square. Cuta
small strip of birass and fold it around one side of the
pawlpin. This will protect the pawl pin from the serra-
tions on the jaws of the vise. Carefully clamp the pawl
-pin in the vise, with the top ofthe plunger facing up. Using
a heavy soldering iron, pre-tinthe top of the plunger with
solder, After the solder cools, it will be Tounded out.
File off the excess.solder until the top of the plunger is
again flat. Cuta 1/2 inch square piece of (.012) brass
‘and re-tin one side with your iron. Centet this piece on
the plunger. Using a knife blade or pointed tool press:
down gently on the brass square while you apply heat to
the plunger with a propane torch. Asyou apply heat to
the plunger, you will feel the brass square settle to the
top of the plunger: Raise the.pointed tool straight up and
continue to apply hieat for another five seconds or so.
At this point in time, pull off the heat, turn off the toich
and-go drinka cup of coffee. Allow at least fifteen min-
utes for the parts to air-cool.and then remove from the
vise.

When the plunger is cool enough to handle, we are
ready to proceed. Using metal shears or a grinder, re-
move the excess brass which over hangs the diameter of
the plunger. Clean up the circumference of the finished
joint with a sharp file and polish the plunger with 600 grit
emery paper. Carefully re-assemble the E unit and test
the finished product.

1 have used this modi fication on dozens of E units
'over the years with very good succéss. T hope the infor-
mation will be of help to you also.

Please exercise extreme caution when working with
the soldering iron-and the propane torch, as both of these:
tools are very unforgiving of careless mistakes on your
part. Keep your hands clear of the heat and safeguard
against burns..

Happy Railroading!

Editors Note:

Next issue starts a new series on Building
Structures. IT there is 2 building you would like to
have included in the series Iet me know. The
author , who agreeded to do the series, is a
really talented modeler and I know you willlearn
alotof building techniques and tips.

If you have an idea for a series let me know
even if you.do not want to write it.

Lookin
b

In° Down The Tracks
Y

Ron Stem

There are some interesting words that come to mind
with this hobby... active, involved, challenging, skill en-
hancing, educational. '

Ours isnot the only pastimé around...to be sure. Furs
ther, I could only name a few that are as all encompass-
ing as model railroading...no matter what the scale. Tt
could be said that modeling, in general, is a pastime, that.
generates such far reaching implications in tetms of it’s

personal impact. s

It is active. Tt requires the use of one’s mind and
hands. There is the conceptualization, planning, and ex-
ecution of all facets of our hobby. Mote often than hot,
we have to take our thoughts and put them to paper. Ifa
problem is encountered, it almost: certainly has to be
solved prior to it being transformed into anything taking
shape or form. Then, there’s the manipulation of pen-
cils/pens, erasers, dividers, rulers, paper products of all
kinds, plastics of different types, metal of various kinds.
All to be fashioned into items necessary to recreate in
minidture that world which surrounds our Lioriel trains:
Yes, collecting and operating our Lionel-trains is-an ac-
tive pastime, indeed.

You not only beeome involved with out pastime; you
¢an be immersed with all facets of the subject matter.
Dare ] even beginthis list. There is prototype opératicn
based on design, cab control, signaling, operation of a
“clock” schedule, specific time p_ér-i_od medeling, coliect-
ing and operation a specific railroad herald...there is just
no end to the cornucopia of all that makes up this col-
lecting and operating hobby of ours.

When it comes to a challenge, how about the kit you
haven’t yet started. Or...maybe, it is that part of your
pike that needs some detail done to the scenery to make
it more life-like. Possibly, heaven forbid, it is a Lionel
piece that requires some attention to return it to it’s former
glory...only it may not be “factory™ o its completion.
Then, there are those of us who are just all “thumibs”
when it comes to the electrical part of putting itall to-
gether so those darn trains finally dorun. There is no
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open it to see. The addition of the two gear plates adds
an inch to the width of the base plate. This, among
other reasons eliminates its use as a replacement on
anoriginal bridge.

Photo 11 shows the bridge in its uppermost posi-
tion. The contacts that stop the bridge at its upper
and lower stop positions are located under the cap on
the bridge tower next to the shed. These caps are die-

cast metal and secured with four screws. On the origi-
nal bridge, these caps were phenolic and screwed with
four screws from underneath, inside the tower. Photo
12 shows the tower with the cap removed. There are
two micro-switches, one on the left and one on the
right. Connected to the rotating shaft of the bridge
pivot are two stops, one for each of the micro-switches.
These stops each have a screw that can be adjusted
to control the precise stopping positions of the bridge.
The upper control is not critical, but the switch con-
trolling the lower stop position must be accurately set
so that the bridge is completely lowered before the
motor stops.

On the bridge I had, the control screw was al-
ready completely backed out and the bridge still did
not lower enough. The solution was to carefully loosen

the two screws that secured the micro-switch and slide
it slightly further away from the contact. I then turned
the screw in enough so that the bridge still did not
lower enough. Then by making % turn adjustments on
the screw as directed on the instruction sheet, I was
able to accurately set the lower stop position. Inci-
dentally, itis very important when adjusting these stops
that you test it with the cap held in place. The cap
helps position the shaft and it must be in place to keep
the shaft from lifting during operation. Lionel’s Direc-
tor of Consumer Services, Mike Braga mentioned the
possibility of the wires shorting against the metal tower
cap. If this problem occurs, placing a piece of black
electrical tape on the inside of the cap can eastly elimi-
nate it. To allow the bridge to be used on non-perma-
nent layouts, where the bridge would not be screwed
to a table, a special frame was included to keep the
track aligned with the bridge. The new version also
includes this frame. There is little difference between
the two. The original is shown in photo 13 and the
new in photo 14. On the original the three pieces of

(13

N

blacked steel were spot welded together. On the new
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LIONEL’S RAILROAD MAP
ROADNAME
LOGOS / ITEMS -

PART VII

by
Don Carlson

In part seven of the series, here’s nine more logos from Lionel’s
#950 Railroad Map with a list of the items by category, inventory num-
ber, description and year(s) produced they’ve modeled in these

roadnames,

Bangor & Aroostook Railroad

oy

Gulf Mobile & Ohio
Lehigh _Valley

&

Railroad

Lehigh Valley Railroad

Q

Norfolk & Western Railway

Central of New Jersey Railroad
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Mark your calendar and make plans te meet with your  Register early and join us this July 21-26 in Philadelphia

Club friends this Summer from across the country in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, as the Co-Hosts and their

1998 Convention Committee invites you and your farnily

to the Lionel® Collectors Club of America’s 28 Annual
Convention! Historic Philadelphia provides a dazzling
array of fun places to see, learn and discover,

The Adam’s Mark Hotel is lecated on the City Line
and will be the LCCA’s Headquarters. It’s an outstanding
facility that will enable Members to treat their spouse and
family to a luxurious stay throughout the Convention’s
festivities 4t a very affordable price. Be sure to use the
Hotel Reservation Request Form: in the Brochure to
get the LCCA’s special, low room rate. for our Convention.

There are many activities for everyone to enjoy!

to celebrate “The Keystone to Happiness is Toy Trains!”.
TOURS AND ATTRACTIONS:
~ Train Ride and Visit to Horseshoe Curve
- Northlandz World of Miniature Trains
- Longwood Gardens & Franklin Mint
- History by the Square Foot
--Showcase Philadelphia
- Mansions in Fairmount Park
- Houses of History; PLUS much more!

The Philadelphia Convention-and Visitors Bureau also
has information. Call at (800) 537-7676 or write to: 1515
Market Street, Suite 2020, Philadelphia, PA 19102

CONTAINS EVENTS AND HOTEL REGISTRATION/INFORMATION!

Supplement ta The Lion Roars, Volume 27, Number 5, April, 1998




REGISTRATION, HOTEL, TRADE HALL, BANQUET and OTHER INFORMATION

Convention Registration - The special, early registration
fee is set at only $39 for those received by May 30, 1998
Registrations after this date or 4t the door will cost $54.

(All Pre-Registrants will receive a corifirmation by mail.)

Each registrant will receive a registration packet
along with a special Convention Souvenir. Pre-registered
‘Members may pick up their packet at the. Reglstratmn
Desk by showing your current LCCA membership card.
(Members who register but do not attend will ‘get their
special Souvenir by mail after the- Convention:) Guests
-aren’t allowed under LCCA Convention rules - enly-your
immediate family (spouse and cliildren under the age of
21) are admitted-under your registration. Tickets will be
provided in your registration packet and are reguired
for all tours and other events. Register early to be Sure
to get the tours, events and tables you want.

Accommodations - First-class lodging has been reserved
at the Adam’s Mark Hotel, which is located right on the
City Line at City Avenue and Monument Road. There
are 515 guest rooms and the Hotel has indoor/outdoor
pools, a well equipped health club, two restaurants
and plenty of free parking. It-is convenient to the
Pennsylvania Tornpike, Amtrak’s 30" Street Station
and the Airpogt. Make your room reservations on the
special form in this Brochure and send it directly to the
Adam’s Mark Hotel.

Trade Hall and Tables - The Exhlbmon Center-with
over 16,000 square feet of space will accommodate 100’s
of 6 by 30" tables. Tables are available for $20 each
with no limit on number. If you want your table(s) next
to another Member, please indicate:in ‘the area provided
on the Registration Form and send both Forms with
separate checks in the same envelope. Tables that
require an electrical outlet are available for an additional
fee of $25. No flashing-lights, sifens, blowing horns,
ete. allowed.

Unloading and set-up will be on Friday, July 24%
from 10:00 a.m. t6 9:00 p.m. and on Saturday, July 25®
from 7:30 to 8:45 a.m. No trading is allowed during
set-up times. Violators will be asked to leave and
disallowed from selling at the Convention. Securlty 'will
be provided from 10:00 a.m. on Friday until 12:00 Noon
on Sunday. Tables reserved will be held only until 12:00
Noon on Saturday, after that they will be sold at the door.
1f all tables are sold your name will be put on a waiting
list and will be assigned after 12:00 Noon on Satmday.
As always, all train and train related items must be clearly
marked and priced. All restored and refinished items

must be identified with special LCCA- labels available at.

the Trade Hall stage during set-up and show times.

Shlppmg We. will have on-site shipping for Members
wishing'to ship their trains. This service will be available
ousside the Trade: Hall on Saturday, July 25%, ffom
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Transportation - |
AIR — Philadelphia International Airport is served by
all major airlines with hundreds of direct flights daily-
arriving from over 200 cities. The Adanr’s Mark Hotel is
just 20 short minutes away. and there is shuttle service.
AUTO - Easily accessed from the PA Turnpike.
RAIL — Amtrak travelers will find the 30™ Street.
Station just 16-minutes from the’ Convention Hotel.

Banquet and Entertainment - Theme of” “The Keystone
to Happiness is Toy Trains!” will be in place for the
28" Annual Convention Banquet on Saturday, July 25",

The cocktail reception will begm at 6:00 p.m. and dinner
will be served at 7:00 p.m. in the beautiful Grand
Ballroom, For your dining pleasure we will have a chioice
between Chicken Marsala or Broiled Filet of Sole. Both
adult’s and children’s meals are available. After dinner,

you’ll be treated with entertainment, souvenirs and
special table favors. Don’t miss it! ‘There are 720 seats.
for this event that always sells out, so register early to
reserve yours!

Get Acquainted Party - Join us at 6:30 p.m. on
Thursday, July 237 for the “Get Acquainted Party”. IUs
a-special time to renew old and create new friendships.
With its ‘a taste of Philly’ theme, food will be great! $10
for Convention registrants staying at the Adam’s Mark,
$15 for non-Adam’s Mark guests and $5 for children.

LCCA Business Meeting - Want to’ learn motre- about
our Club? Join us. for the Annual Business Meeting in
the Geftysburg Room at 3:00 p.m., Friday, July 24™.

Lionel Seminar - Look for the Lionel Seminar from
4:00 to 5:00 p.m., imimediately following the Annual
Business Meeting. Get the inside scoop, directly from:
‘Lionel on future products.

Public Dis_play_s - There will be several operating layouts.
and displays for all to enjoy. See the latest in technology
and products demonstrated by Lionel on their layout!

LCCA 1998

to Happmess -
is Toy
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Trains!




Lionel® Collectors Club of America
28" ANNUAL CONVENTION - REGISTRATION FORMg

Pre-Registration - Must be received by May 30, 1998

Form ntay be {Registration received after May 30" or al the door - $54)
phofo Copfed (NU Tefunds afl'_er July 15., 1998) v
— Please Print or Type
Name; LCCA#:
(First) (Middle- Initial) {Last)

Address: _ Phone #:
City: State: Zip Code Are you a dealer? Yes No
Spouse’s. Name (if attending*): _ {*If spouse is a-Regular Meniber; Régisiration riust be paid)
Children’s Names and Ages (if attending): ‘

I you want your table next to a specific Member*, indicate:

M’ember"-"s_ Name: LCCA#.___
* Please send your form and the other Member’s form (with separate checks/money orders) in the same
envelope. '

Member Pre-Registration (includes non-Member spouse & children) _ @ $39 =

Tables - Each with one chair _ @ $20 =

Electrical Hook-up @ $25 =

Get Acquainted Party @ $10 (Adult) @ $15(Adul) __ @ $5= |
o (Adam’s Mark Guests} {non-Adam’ s Mark Guests) (Children)

Family Banquet Make your eniree choice, (inciudes salad, vegetable, coffee/tea/milk & dessert)
Adult Chicken Marsala -or- Broiled Filet of Sole @ $34 =

Children A menu specially designed for our younger guests. @ $15 =
(They’ll love it!)

Tours Selection Enfer the total cost of the tour(s)-selected on the reverse side-on this line,. =5 _
and list the Tour #s and seats (e.g. Tour #1, 2 seats, Tour #3, 4 seats, etc.) below: )

CREDIT CARD. # dvisa O mastercarp [ DISCOVER

] {PLEASE CHECK ONE) _ _
EXP DATE .. SIGNATURE GRAND TOTAL =3 |

Make check/money order (in U.S. funds) payable to: 1998 LCCA Convention &

DO NOT send hotel resérvations to the LCCA
Use the separate form to-make your reseivations at
the Adam’s Mark Hotel and mail your request directly
te their address listed on the form. _

‘Arrival Date: _________ Departure Date:’

Send this form with
check/money order to:
1998 LCCA Cenvention
PO Box 479

LaSalle, IL 61301-0479

\LCCA 1998
“The Keysione
io Happiness
s Toy

Trains!”




Lionel® Collectors Club of America
28" ANNUAL CONVENTION - TOURS WORKSHEET

(Limited seating - YOU SNOOZE, YOU LOSE! All travel by motorcoach only.)

Narne: _ LCCA#:

(Firsty (Middle Initial) (List)
Wednesday, July 22

Tour #1 - Amtrak Horseshoe Curve Excursion (6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.*) @ $138 =
{Includes lunch, transportation and all admissions)  *approximately

Tour #2 - Showcase Philadelphia (9:00 a.m. 10 12:00 noon) @ $24=
(Includes transportation.)

Tour #3 - History by the Square Foot (1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.) @ $24=
{Includes transportation and all admissions.)

Thursday, July 23

Tour #4- History by the Square Foot (9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon) @ $24 =
(Includes transportationiand all admissions,

Tour #3 - Northlandz Miniature Train World (9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) . @ $60=
{Includes lunch, transportation and all admissions)

Tour #6 - Showcase Philadelphia (1:00 p.m. to 4:00p.im.) @ $24+=_
(Includes transportation.)

Tour #7 - Mansions in Fairmount Park {1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.) @ $29=
(Includes transportation and ali admissions.)

Friday, July 24"

Tour #8 - Houses of History (9:00 a.m, to.12:00 noon) . @ $29-=
(Includes transportation and all admissions.)

Tour #9 - Showcase Philadelphia (9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon) @ $24=
(Includes transportation.)

Tour #10 - Longwood Gardens & The Franklin Mint (9:00 am. 1o 3:00 pm.) @ $44.=
(Includes transportation and admission. Lunch is on your own.)

Tour #11 - History by the Square Foot (1:00 p.m, to.4:00 p.m,) @ .$24 =,
(Includes transportation and all admissions. )

Tour #12 - Houses of History (1:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) @ $29 =
(Includes transportation and all admissions.) '

Saturday, July 25"
Tour #13 - The Shopper’s Stuttle (10:00 a.m.to 4:00 p.m.) @ $14=

(Includes transportation. Lunch is on your own.)
Tours SUBTOTAL from this side of form  =§

(Put this arount on the other side of the form,) —7

w

PLEASE TELL US ABOUT YOUR PLANS: | “LCCA 1993/
o e The Keystone .
1 will be traveling by: Car . Motorhome Havoi _ Form may be
Plane Train Bus lo Happiness photo copled
— is Toy

Arrival Date: Departure Date: Trains!”’




TOURS BACKGROUND AND INFORMATION

Tour #1 - Amtrak Horseshoe Curve Excursion
This i§ 4 once-in- d-lltenme adventure for rallfzms' You'll travel
500 miiles round-trip by rail aboard an Amitrak train especially

setup for the LCCA! You'll ride to and over The Horseshoe.

Curve near Altoona, Pennsylvania, all along; with a stop and
visit to the all-new Altoona Railroaders Memiorial Museum.
While there, you'll have a chance to view trains going around
The Curve (there’s an incline railway to get you to the top) and
can leatn about it first hand along with the famous Altcona
Shops where Pennsylvania RR headquartered equipment

construction -and maintenance. Seating is limited te

approximitely 500 passengers, and will be sold on a first come-
first served basis, so reglster early to get'on board this tour!
{Please use your chscretlon for children under 1Q years.of age

due to the length of the four.) Cost includes all motorcoach.

fransportation, adriissions-and funch.
When: Tour #1-Wednesday, July 22*, 6:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.*
Cost:  $138.00 per person
Tour #2 or #6 or #9 - Showcase Philadelphia

You’ll have'the chance to see'the story QfAmeriqa:during a3
hour city motor tour: Relax on 4 motorcoach as your guide covers
300 years of the city’s histery. You'll see such sites as Boat
House Row; the Victorian mansions on the Schuylkill River; the

Franklin Parkway with its world famous museums; Fairmount

Park, the largest in-the-city park in the world with its colonial

-qummerhouqeq Broad Sireet, the longest straight street in America

and the Victorian giant City Hall, the world’s most decorated

building. Through downtown Philadelphia you'll pass Antiques

‘Row; America’s first hmpltal the Memorial to the Unknown

Colonial Soldier; ind the remarkable restotation that is Society

Hill. Youw’]l see the Historic Ared in all its colonial elegance,

byways and alleys and Penn’s Landing at the Delaware River.

Tour guests will get a brochure of translations of comnion

Philadelphia phrases o they can talk like a native. Cost inclades

transportation.

Whern: Tour #2-Wednesday, July-22%, 9:00 a.m.-12:0Q noon
or - Tour #6-Thursday, July 23, 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
or - Tour #9-Friday, July 24%, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Cost:  $24.00 Per person

Tour #3 or #4 or #11 - History by the Square Foot

This 3 hour tour will-visit many historical sites. For many, it

will be a:great chancé to'see the true beginnings of our Nation’s

birthplace, including: the Liberty Bel]_,_'ln'd_ependence,
Carpenter’s and/or Congress Halls, and the Franklin Museam.
You will also visit Christ Church, Betsy Ross’ House and-Ben
Franklin’s grave. Cost inclndes transportation and admissions.
When; Tour #3-Wednesday, July 22%, 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.,
or - Tour #4-Thursday, July 23%, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
or - Tour #11-Friday, July 24%, 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
Cost: ~ $24.00 per person
Tour #5 - Northlaridz Miniature Train World
Tf you want a “train experience” like no other in the world,
thien welcome to Noithlandz. The Guinness Book of Records
credits Northlandz as:a largest concéntration of miniaturé trains
in the world. The adventure begins with The Great American

Cost;

*approximately:

-Coet

Railway, a spectdcular tour through the world of model
trains. 125 diffecent trains ride on eight miles of track, weaving
in and out of 35 foot mountains, over 40 foot handmade
bridges-and past thousands of handmade buildings, scenery and
more than 10,000 freighit cars. About {0% of the layout is Lionel.
Cost includes 2 90 minute ride or a video equipped motorcoach,
admission-and lunch,
When: Tour #5-Thursday, July 23%, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.n.
$60.00 per person
Tour #7 - Mansions in Fairmount Park

Drive through the beauty of Ametica’s targest in-the-city park,
where the 17* Century aristocrats spent their Summers. You'l)
visit one of the mansions, furnished and maintained: ‘just.as it
was when the guest lists included our Colonial forefathers. Rooms
are complete to bedwarmers, needlepoint stands and authentic
furni shings.,There are special treasures like antique toy exhibits.

‘Stories that surround their life will spice the tour as your guide

leads you back in time to meet the people who shaped our past.
Cost includes trans portation and admi ssions.
When: Tour #7-Thursday, Tuily 23%; 1:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.,
$29.00 per person
Tour #8 or #12 - Houges of History

The story of Philadelphia is told in its special historic houses,
and, on this 3 hour tour you’ll see twe of these mansions. At
“Chveden” Georgc Washington summered in 1773 and ‘74,
Here, too, the Battle of Germantown raged in 1777. The Home
is restored with a collectlon_of Chippendale and Federsl
furnishings as well 43 period ‘costumeés. Then, at “Strawberry
Mansion” you’ll visit a huge colonial home whose history.
paraHéls the nation’s story. This house is filled with antiques
and period decor including an attic room full of toys. Cost
includes transportation.and alf admissions. -
When: Tour #S-Frlday, Tuly 248 9:00 a. m.-12:00 noon

or - Tour #12-Friday, July 24*, 1:00 p.m:-4:00 p.m.

Cost:  $29.00 per person ' '
Tour #10 - Longwood Gardens & The Franklin Mint

If you love exquisite flowers, majestic tréés, and opulent
architecture, you will delight in the glory that is Longwood. Its
1,050 acres: offer glassed conservatories with year-round Tose
and orchid reoms, fountains, 14,000 kinds of plants, indoor
sculptured French gardens, and even idea gardens for the horne
gardener. Whatever your favorite season, you will see.it all at
Longwood’s all-year tong floral ka]eldoscope At the Franklin
Mint enjoy ‘an array of collectibles - past and present. Cost
includes transpertation and ddml‘_-‘-SIOBS_ Lunch is on your-own.

When: Tour #10-Friday, July 24*,.9:00 &.m.-3:00 p.m.
Cost:  $44.00 per person
Tour #13 - The Shopper’s Shuttle

Your shapping chariot awaits at the hotel'to whisk youoff to
4 special areas of Philadelphia Shoppinig. The shuttle stops.every
hour in each area and cost includes round-trp service, Complete
shuttle schedules are available ipon boarding,
When: Tour #13-Saturday, July 25%, 10: 00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Cost: _$14 00 per person
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PLEASE NOTE -

. RESERVE YOUR ROOM(S) WITH A CREDIT CARD (BELOW)
adamg man_m ..OR...MAKE CHECK/MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO;
hiladel - ADANM'S MARK PHILADELPHIA
philadelphia DO NOT SEND CURRENCY

ORGANIZATION __ Lionel® Collectors Club of Ametrica

FUNCTION. 1998 Convention DATES _ July 21 to July 26, 1998
ALL REQUESTS FOR THE ABOVE GROUP MUST BE RECEIVED BY _ July 1, 1998

Please reserve accommodations for: Print o’ﬁ"Type._

NAME ‘ coMPANY- Lionel® Collectors Club of Ametica

LAST FIRST

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

SHARING ROOM WITH NO. OF PEHSONS;‘@

SIGNATURE . PHONE NUMBER

CHECKINTIME AFTER3:00 PM

MONTH | DaY ARRIVAL TIME MONTH [ DAY CHECK OUT TIME ) ~ 12:00NOON

ARRIVAL DATE DEPARTURE DATE |

ACCOMMODATIONS WILL NOT BE CONFIRMED WITHOUT A CHECK FOR THE 1*NIGHT'S DEFOSIT OR YOUR
CREDIT CARD #,YOU WILL BE CHARGED FOR THE 1% NIGHT IF RESERVATIONS ARE NOT CANCELED PRIOR TO
3:00 PM, TO MAKE RESERVATIONS FILL OUT THIS FORM OR CALL 1-800-444-ADAM (2326).

CREDIT CARD # _ E1amex: O oiner's ciuB [ visa [ masTERCARD [ DISCOVER

EXP, DATE SIGNATURE

(PLEASE CHECK ONE)

PLEASE CHECK PREFERRED ACCOMMODATIONS OR CALL 1-800-444-ADAM (2326) FOR RESERVATIONS.

Please reserve.____Na, of: ClSingle  [JTriple LCCA Rates are: $96 for Single, Double, Triple or Quad
_ _ CiDouble  [JQuad PLUS Applicable Taxes
CINON-SMOKING ROOM [T SMOKING ROOM

THE "SPECIAL LCCA CONVENTION RATES WILL BE HONORED BOTH 3 DAYS BEFORE.JULY 2157 AND-3 DAYS AFTER JULY 25 FOR
THOSE WISHING TO COME EARLY OR STAYLATE. IF RATE OR ROOM TYPE IS NOT AVAILABLE, NEAREST AVAILABLE RATE WILL BE AS-
SIGNED, ROLL:A-AWAY CHARGE IS $15.00 PER NIGHT. AVA!LABLE UPCN,REQUEST, RATES ARE SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES OF 13%.
NO CHARGE FOR CHILDREN 16 AND UNDER OCGUPRYING THE SAME ROOM AS PAHENTS

Fill out all necessary information
and mail dirgcily to: LCCA 1998

ADAWM’S MARK HOTEL 171 | 74

Attn.: Reservations Department M ¢ Keystone
Clty Avenue and: Monument Road o Happmess
Phone: (215) 581-5000 or 1-800-444-ADAM (2326) Trains >’

Fax: (215 581-5069




CONTACTS AND DIRECTIONS FOR LCCA CONVENTION TRAVELERS

PEOPLE TQ CONTACT
s For general questions and information:
Co-Hosts, Lou Caponi - (610) 543-1540
" O__r -
Jim Popp - (302) 322-1476
- -And -~
* For Registration questions/
information: _ _
Mario Evangelista - (215) 467-1640
O
John Ellingson - (612) 933-3215

LOCAL MAP LEGEND

1 - Adamn’s Meirk: Hotel

(LCCA Headquarters Hotel)

City Avenue and Monuiient Road

Phone:. (215) 581-5000-0r-(800) 444-

ADAM
2 - Amtrak 30™ Sireet Station
3 - Philadelphia Airport
GENERAL DIRECTIONS TO HOTEL

FROM NORTH:
Follow Northeast Extension of PA Turnpike
-South to Norristown Exit, to Philadelphia 476
to 1-76 East - Proceed to City Avenue (US 1
South) Exit #33 - Follow City Avenue one
block South to the Adam’s Mark Hotel.
FROM SOUTH:
Follow I-95 North to Philadelphia - Follow
Schuylkill Expressway (I-76) West to City
Avenue (Exit #33) - South one block to Hotel.
FROM EAST:
Garden State Parkway to. NI Turnpike, then
Exit 6 PA Turnpike West to Exit 25A, then
476 South to [-76 East Philadelphia. Take
Exit #33 (City Avenue) to Monument Road,
which is second light, turn left to Hotel.
FROM WEST:
PA Turnpike (I-76 East) 1o EBExit #24
(Schuylkill Expressway) to City Avenue (US
1 South - Exit #33) - South oneé block to
Hotel. '
FROM AIRPORT:
Exat airport and get on [-76 West to Exir #33
(City Avenue), when you get to Monument
Road, make a lefi to the Adam’s Mark Hotel.
\LCCA 1998 /
“The Keystone
to Happiness |
s Toy
Trains!”

BRANDYWINE (<o

@ CAmtrak Sragian,
%  Malor Places of Inteiest




1998 LCCA CONVENTION TIMETABLE

Tuesday July 21, 1998

3:00 p.n.

to 9:00 p.n.

Wednesday, July 22, 1998

5:00 a.m.

to 6:00 p.m.

6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.*
(*approximately)

9:00 a_afm.
1:00 p.m.

-to 12:00 noon.

to 4:00 p.m.

Thursday, July 23, 1998

8: 00 . .
8:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m: to 12:00 noon

9:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

to 6:00 p.m.
1o 4:00 p.m.

to 5:00 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m.
1o 4:30 p.m.
to. 77

Friday, July 24, 1998

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

to 5:00 p.m.
to 12:00 noon
to 12:00 noon
to 3:00 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m.
1o 4:00 p.m.
to 9:00 p.m,
to 400 p.m.
to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday, July 25, 1998

7:00 a.m.
7:30 a.m.

to 3:00 p.m.
to 8:45 a.m.

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Sunday, July

1o 4:00 p.im.
to 7:00 p.m.
to 10:30 p.m.

26, 1998

9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

12:00 noon

Early Registration

Registration Desk Open
Tour #1 - Amtrak Horseshoe Curve Excirsion

Tour #2 - Showcase Philadelphia
Tour #3 - History by the Square Foot

Registration Desk Open

Old/New Board of Directors Meetings

Tour #4 - History by the Square Foot

Tour #5 - Northlandz Miniature Train World

Tour #6 - Showcase Philadelphia

Tour #7 - Mansions in Fairmiount Park
“Get Acquainted Party”

Registration Desk Open

Tour #8 - Houses of History

Tour #9 - Showcase Philadelphia

Tour #10 - Longwood Gardens & The Franklin Mint
Tour #11 - History by the Square Foot

Tour #12. - Houses ;of Hisrory

Trading Hall Available for Unloading/Set-up

Annual Membership Meeting

Lionel Factory Seminar

Registration Desk Open
Trading Hall Available for Unloading/Set-up
Trading Hall Open.
Tour #13 - The Shopper’s Shuitle
Cocktail Reception - Cash Bar
“The Keystone to Happiness is Toy Trains!” Banguet

LCCA 1998 /
“The Keystone;
fo Happiness
- isToy

Trains!”

Registration Desk Open
Trading Hall Open

Convention Closes - Safe Travels
See You in 99 in Fort Worth, Texas!













alively exchange of conversation, suggest on-line that 2-
rail O scale trains can only exist in the marketplace be-
cause 3-rail O gauge trains “pay the way.” Then run for
cover.

http://www.lionel.com You’ve all “been there and
done that,” right? For many 3-railers, it’s Mecca.
IMHO, it’s. one of the best train venues on the web. I
enjoy and use the Greeting Cards section — someone in
the marketing department deservesa gold star for pre-
Senting: this hifty (and free) feature. Web sites by MTH

and Weaver are also impressive, and Williams maintains

asite too. Curiously, K-Line (as this text goes to press)
has notyet entered the web zone: '

http://stormi.simpson.edu/~RITS/ Thisis the locale
of the Rock Island Technical Society, one of a many train
sites related to a “fallen flag” or a still-operating “1:1
scale” railroad. Because I’m a R1I collector, I 'ch_eCk this
site every day, just-as others in the hobby cliéck in at
web sites of clubs dedicated to the legacy of their favor-
ite line;

http:/fwww.amtrak.cont/ Check the rotites, ask

questioris, buy a ticket, fequest avegetarian meal aboard
—one can do it all on “the passenger railroad that’s left.”
1 wish most Amtrack stations were as spiffy as their web
site. T"ve planried a rail trip with this cybertool, and it
works quite well. It’s more engaging and less fiustrating

than talkinig on the phone to an airplane-oriented travel

agent that confesses, “T don’t know nothin’ about trains.”

~ hitp://www,nauticom.net/www/allsaint/train.htil
This web site is by All Saints School, a Catholic school
founded in 1902 in Pittsburgh, PA. 1 call it to your at-
tention not for religious indoctrination, rather, it’s an idea

that teaches us a lesson about life and affirms the univer-

sal appeal of electric model trains. In collaboration with

parents and students, a teacher at this school created a

train layout and a phenomenon. The group built an im-
pressive 3-rail layout at the school and opened it during
the holiday season for public enjoyment and viewing for

a modest admission fee. Begun in 1995, this vernture.

now produces several thousand dollars annually for the
school program. This web site shows photos of their
layoutin 1996 and the new construction performed in
1997. T'wonder — can students earn credit for this?
What an educational concept!
hitp://www.rkyminrail.com Through spectacular
pliotos presented as a “slide show,” you too can pre-
explore the Canadian Rockies from Vancouver to Jas-

per or Calgary to Vancouver via Rocky Mountaineer

Railtours. Then increase your credit card spending limit

and arrange a ride aboard the train that presents to railfans
the ride of' a lifetite through glacier country. Wow.

hitp://pages.ebay.com/aw/index.html LCCA pub-
lishes The Interchange Track asan auction-like market-
place for model train sellers.and bf_lyers, and this web
site is a digital équivalent, From the homé page, go'to
Collectibles and then to Railroad Models and join a con-
stantly unfolding on-line auction of railroadiana and model
trainsin all _ga11ges.' Lionel trains are regularly featured,
and photos are posted for many ofthe items, Some of
the Lionel pieces could be considered “best buys;” I saw
a#264 operating fork lift accessory for sale, and the
prevailing bid at the tiime was only $96. Greenberg says
it’s worth $225 if excellent. _

hitp://www.rrhistorical.com This web site contains
hyperlinks to several raiiroad historical societie 8, railroad-
related museuins, and RR historic sites. What caught
my eye was a listing for Knox Station Bed and Rails, a
bed and breakfast sitenear Galesburg, 1L that caters to
train watchers. The facility is near the former CB&Qand
Santa Fée rights of way, so passings of BNSF and UP
traing are quite frequent; probablyat all hours of the day
~and night. So bring your handheld radio-scanner, lawn
chair, and sunscreen and play “name that diesel” as the
trains roll by: For a good night’s.sleep at KSB&R, don’t
forget the earplugs.

www.lionelcollectors.org Our club’s web site con-
tains helpful information for those inquiring minds who
want to know'more-about the train hobby as it relates to
the legacy of Joshua. Lionel Cowen. The site desctibes
the club’s services and publications (mcludmg The Lion
Roars) and opens the digital door to: membcr_slnp for
those who find us by this-pathway. _

Many club members have presented their own web
site to the world, inctuding our Editor in Chief. Ctieck
out his site at: http://www.widomaker.com/~jkellow/ It’s
a traditional venue but quite train-friendly. By contrast,
his son’s site is Glitz City. Got a favorite train-related
web site? 1 invite you to share it with LLCCA members
here.

Meanwhile, ['ve got to get back to the keyboard.
I’ve got e-mail to read and more train sités to explore

Editor’s Note: Mike is reachable by e-mail at:
mottlerm@conwaycorp.net My son Patrick made my
web site. If you want a site-and need help, ¢-mail Pat at
pkellow@widomaker.com Patrick isreally involved in
the intertiet, and web site design,
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Photo 4 is a custom car made using dry transfer lettering
and decals.

Photo 5 is my custom made Coil Car.

Photo 6 shows the Little League Billboard I made on a
Color Copier. I painted the Jim’s Train Shop truck for
the hobby shop where I buy most of my trains.

Editor’s Note: [ hope Thom and his module group will share
some photos of their modules when they are completed.
Anyone else interested in forming or being a member of a
local module group? Let me know.

Standard Gauge
by

Grandpa y
Nelson G. Williams 2
McCoy MFG. Reaches end of Track

In her own words, Margaret McCoy recently an-
nounced that the largest post-war manufacture of wide
gauge trains has reached the end of track in Kent, Wash-
ington. I hoped that the family could keep the business
going after the death of Bob McCoy, Sr., in 1995, but
that is not to be. Margaret sent me this personal note
with my latest order and we talked at least half an hour
on March 8, 1998.

Dear Nelson,

It’s with mixed emotions that I’'m writing this to you.
Bob, Jr. and I are closing the doors of our business this
summer. I guess this is known as the end to a long era—
40 years. What a roller coaster ride it has been! It’s
been people like you who have been full of surprises
that has made it all so worth while. When we got into
the train business it changed my life forever—all for the
best. Thank you for everything, MARGARET

Like every standard gauge enthusiast, I owe more
thanks to the McCoys than they do to me. I am glad
they enjoyed my articles about McCoy trains in the na-
tional magazines of the LCCA, Toy Train Operating
Society, and the Train Collectors Association. Although
I did not rate the McCoy hoppers among the best, Marga-
ret and Bob Sr. enjoyed my series on standard gauge tinplate
hoppers in the LION ROARS, Feb-Apr, 1994.

[ have been fortunate to collect very TCA national
convention car the McCoys made, 1965 to date. I also
have their San Francisco cable car, a Wapid Wabbit rail
bus, and the short line Black Diamond train designed
and built by Bob McCoy Jr. My setincludes a red pipe
car that was a momento of our visit to the McCoy plant
in 1985. Bob Jr. also put a couple of McCoy motors in
my TCA 25th Anniversary 408E so it would pull the
Williams Reproduction of a 1929 Lionel passenger set.

No one has a complete collection of McCoy wide
gauge trains—not even the family who made them. They
manufactured a huge variety of tinplate rolling stock,
starting in 1957. Their 40 years in the business is longer
than the Lionel Corporation itself made standard gauge
trains.

The first McCoy trains were reproductions of the
early Lionel 2 7/8 inch gauge trains and trolleys. These
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Chief
Dlspatcher

Bob Amlmg

CONTROLLING MULTIPLE TRAINS ON THE SAME
LOOP

Before I start this issue’s column, I would like to -

pause d minute and remember a good friend and fellow

LCCA member, fohn Forcenito (RM2907). It was John’s

layout that ] made reference to last issue, and T will prob-
ably draw from my familiarity with John’s layout.in fu-
ture issues. | |

T realize that thete are some that will say this is old
technology, but it is more reasonable than using elec-

tronic modules and/or TMCC, while more reliable than

the Lionel actuator. T used this application on a loop
that is a 30 X 10” closed oval. There are surely many
other canfigurations that can be designed and used.

To build this control setup you will need many sec-
tions of insulated rail: Gargraves track lends itself nicely

to- this application. The other components of the project

are: a multiple power source such ag a ZW, a heavy
duty bridge rectifier for each control section, and a
Double Pole Double Throw (DPDT) relay for each con-
trol seetion '

In Figure “A” we see Train A is occupying Block
1, and train B is occupying Bleck 3, and held by Control
Relay 1. Block 2 i's-'gnoccupi_c':d. Train A has a green
light to enter Block 2, while Train B has a red light and

commaon ..
— U A Figure A
terminal A
! U U

.cannot proceed until Train A clears Block 1.

Astrain A proceeds into Block'2, Control 'R'e'lay 2is

energized, and Control Relay 1 is released. When Con-

trol Relay 1 releases, the signal changes to green and
power is restored o Train B. As Train B proceeds into.
Block 1, Control Relay 3 will release clearing the way
for Train A which i§ approaching Block 3.

This sequenice will continue foras long as you wish,

providing there are no malfunctions. There are key things
that you can do to minimize malfunctions. The trains.
should be fairly well matched in power, weightand vin--
tage. These three items will affect how the trains pace:

gach other. As an example, we were running two Budd
sets that were identical in consist, buit one was Postwar:

-and the other MPC. The Postwar set would race-to the

biock and wait for the MPC 1o clear the block ahead. If
we started with the Postwar immediately in front, after
so many passes it would be right behind the MPC set. It
appears that Postwar engines are more efficient with
power when sharing the same track and power source. I
am sure that this could be rectified with some electron-

ics added to the Postwar engine between the E-Unit and

the motor; but it was easier to swap the set.
The separation of the insulated rail is critical to de-
pendable operation. There must be a clear cut in the rail,

and the opening must be inspected periodically for sliv-
‘ers that migrate across the gap. These slivers are. the

products of wheel and track wear that show up at the
opening. The tiniest sliver will conduct enough current

to cause 4 malfunction of the control circuit.

Advanced planning is also important to proper op-

eration. First-determine the length of the trains that will

run.on this Ioop orsection. All trains should be equal in
length. The coasting factor must be tested. If the Con-

trol section is not long enough, a train can coast through

it and pick up power from the next'block. The insulated

detect rail is optimally the length-of the bleck, however

if sectional track is used you may ‘want to just insulate
the first, middie, and last sections. The insulated sec-
tions of a particular block must then be wired together.
A train must never be short enough to fit-between insu-
lated sections in a block, 1.¢.; some portion of the train

(with steel wheels) must always be on an insulated con-
trol section.

You will need three separate power sources, {o sup-
ply the control relays, control track, and commaon track.

A ZW is i'd'eal for this, but smaller phased numbered

transformers could also be used.

On a ZW, 1 use one inner ring to supply the relays,
the other to supply the control track, and one handle to
supply the common track. The connections to the track
are shown on Figure “A”. Terminal “U* defines a con-

nection to.the common side. Terminal “A” would be the
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