


























open it to see. The add�tion of the two gear plates adds 
an inch to the width of the base plate. This, among 
other reasons eliminates its use as a replacement on 
an original bridge. 

Photo 11 shows the bridge in its uppermost posi­
tion. The contacts that stop the bridge at its upper 
and lower stop positions are located under the cap on 
the bridge tower next to the shed. These caps are die-

cast metal and secured with four screws. On the origi­
nal bridge, these caps were phenolic and screwed with 
four screws from underneath, inside the tower. Photo

12 shows the tower with the cap removed. There are 
two micro-switches, one on the left and one on the 
right. Connected to the rotating shaft of the bridge 
pivot are two stops, one for each of the micro-switches. 
These stops each have a screw that can be adjusted 
to control the precise stopping positions of the bridge. 
The upper control is not critical, but the switch con­
trolling the lower stop position must be accurately set 
so that the bridge is completely lowered before the 
motor stops. 

On the bridge I had, the control screw was al­
ready completely backed out and the bridge still did 
not lower enough. The solution was to carefully loosen 
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the two screws that secured the micro-switch and slide 
it slightly further away from the contact. I then turned 
the screw in enough so that the bridge still did not 
lower enough. Then by making ¼ turn adjustments on 
the screw as directed on the instruction sheet, I was 
able to accurately set the lower stop position. Inci­
dentally, it is very important when adjusting these stops 
that you test it with the cap held in place. The cap 
helps position the shaft and it must be in place to keep 
the shaft from lifting during operation. Lionel's Direc­
tor of Consumer Services, Mike Braga mentioned the 
possibility of the wires shorting against the metal tower 
cap. If this problem occurs, placing a piece of black 
electrical tape on the inside of the cap can easrly elimi­
nate it. To allow the bridge to be used on non-perma­
nent layouts, where the bridge would not be screwed 
to a table, a special frame was included to keep the 
track aligned with the bridge. The new version also 
includes this frame. There is little difference between 
the two. The original is shown in photo 13 and the 
new in photo 14. On the original the three pieces of 
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blacked steel were spot welded together. On the new 
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Mark your calendar and make plans to meet with your 
Club friends this Summer from across the country in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, as the Co-Hosts and their 
1998 Convention Committee invites you and your family 
to the Lionel® Collectors Club of America's 2st1, Annual 
Convention! Historic Philadelphia provides a dazzling 
array of fun places to see, learn and discover. 

The Adam's Mark Hotel is located on the City Line 
and wi1l be the LCCA's Headquarters. It's an outstanding 
facility that will enable Members to treat their spouse and 
family to a luxurious stay throughout the Convention's 
festivities at a very affordable price. Be sure to use the 
Hotel Reservation Request Form in the Brochure to 
get theLCCA's special, low room rateforourConvention. 

There are many activities for everyone to enjoy! 

Register early and join us this July 21-26 in Philadelphia 
to celebrate "The Keystone to Happiness is Toy Trains!". 

TOURS AND ATTRACTIONS: 

- Train Ride and Visit to Horseshoe Curve

- Northlandz World of Miniature Trains

- Longwood Gardens & Franklin Mint

- History by the Square Foot

- Showcase Philadelphia

- Mansions in Fairmount Park

- Houses of History; PLUS much more!

The Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau also 
has information. Call at (800) 537-7676 or write to: 1515 
Market Street, Suite 2020, Philadelphia, PA 19102 

CONTAINS EVENTS AND HOTEL REGISTRATION/INFORMATION! 
Supplement to The Lion Roars, Volume 27, Number 5, April, 1998 





































Photo 4 is a custom car made using dry transfer lettering 
and decals. 

Photo 5 is my custom made Coil Car . 
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Photo 6 shows the Little League Billboard I made on a 
Color Copier. I painted the Jim's Train Shop truck for 
the hobby shop where I buy most of my trains. 

Editor's Note: I hope Thom and his module group will share
some photos of their modules when they are completed. 
Anyone else interested in forming or being a member of a 
local module group? Let me know. 
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Standard Gauge 
by 

Grandpa 

Nelson G. Williams . 

McCoy MFG. Reaches end of Track 
In her own words, Margaret McCoy recently an­

nounced that the largest post-war manufacture of wide 
gauge trains has reached the end of track in Kent, Wash­
ington. I hoped that the family could keep the business 
going after the death of Bob McCoy, Sr. , in 1995, but 
that is not to be. Margaret sent me this personal note 
with my latest order and we talked at least half an hour 
on March 8, 1998. 

Dear Nelson, 
It's with mixed emotions that I'm writing this to you. 

Bob, Jr. and I are closing the doors of our business this 
summer. I guess this is known as the end to a long era-
40 years. What a roller coaster ride it has been! It's 
been people like you who have been full of surprises 
that has made it all so worth while. When we got into 
the train business it changed my life forever-all for the 
best. Thank you for everything, MARGARET 

Like every standard gauge enthusiast, I owe more 
thanks to the McCoys than they do to me. I am glad 
they enjoyed my articles about McCoy trains in the na­
tional magazines of the LCCA, Toy Train Operating 
Society, and the Train Collectors Association. Although 
I did not rate the McCoy hoppers among the best, Marga­
ret and Bob Sr. enjoyed my series on standard gauge tinplate 
hoppers in the LION ROARS, Feb-Apr, 1994. 

I have been fortunate to collect very TCA national 
convention car the McCoys made, 1965 to date. I also 
have their San Francisco cable car, a Wapid Wabbit rail 
bus, and the short line Black Diamond train designed 
and built by Bob McCoy Jr. My set includes a red pipe 
car that was a momenta of our visit to the McCoy plant 
in 1985. Bob Jr. also put a couple of McCoy motors in 
my TCA 25th Anniversary 408E so it would pull the 
Williams Reproduction of a 1929 Lionel passenger set. 

No one has a complete collection of McCoy wide 
gauge trains-not even the family who made them. They 
manufactured a huge variety of tinplate rolling stock, 
starting in 1957. Their 40 years in the business is longer 
than the Lionel Corporation itself made standard gauge 
trains. 

The first McCoy trains were reproductions of the 
early Lionel 2 7 /8 inch gauge trains and trolleys. These 
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