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NOTICE - IMPORTANT - NOTICE

LCCA Lantern Globes Update

In my President’s report in the last issue of TLR
under “Closing Notes”, | stated:

“It has come to our attention that some LCCA/
Lionel lantern globes were offered for sale in York, PA,
the week of April 15, 1996. Under the terms of our
contract with our suppliers, the embossed globes, the
embossed lids, and the entire lantern are the exclusive
property of the Lionel® Collectors Club of America.
This matter has been turned over to our attorney for
appropriate legal action. If anyone has any information
about the sale of the globes, at any location, please
contact me at my home phone number.”

Now, let me bring you up-to-date. We have been
assured, in writing, that both Adams and Westlake of
Elkhart, Indiana, and the secondary contractor (glass
globes) Kopp Glass, Inc. of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
were not at fault in this matter. Both have positively
denied “dumping” seconds or selling rejects. It
therefore appears, that the DEFECTIVE GLOBES,
which should have been destroyed or returned to the
Lionel® Collectors Club of America, were pilfered
(stolen) from or by an employee(s) of Kopp Glass, Inc.
I am not talking about a few globes, but rather dozens.

1996 Official Ballot Tally

Based on a total of 3,221 ballots submitted by
LCCA Members, here are the “Official” results of the
Club’s 1996 Election.

Vice-President

3,031 For Wm. Button
47 Write in Votes

Secretary

1,430 For Dienzel Dennis
1,021 For Dennis DeVito

Director - 1 Year Term

Remember what I said, “the globes are defective,
i.e. rejects”. They have dimples, scratches, are not the
proper thickness, etc. If you have purchased any of
these globes then recognize you have “been taken”.
They are worthless!

If you are a victim, you should immediately contact
the “seller” and demand and receive an immediate full
refund. The one [ purchased (clear) for evidence, was
$25. The other colored globe the “dealer” had was
blue and the price was thirty plus dollars.

Lastly, remember those who purchased these globes
have bought “stolen merchandise”.

Let’s put a stop to crime. Demand and get an
immediate refund. If you purchased a globe from an
LCCA member, and he, or she, refuses to refund your
money, immediately file a complaint with the
Immediate Past President, and we will relieve that
member of his or her Lionel® Collectors Club of
America membership AND we will notify all the other
clubs of our actions. They too have indicated that they
will relieve the offending member of his or her
membership.

“If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is”.
Al Otten, President

Everyone on the ballot is a “winner” for taking time
to run for office. Shown in bold type are those who
were elected along with the results on the Constitution
Changes.

Directors - 2 Year Term

1,600 For John Ourso 1,097 For Doug DuBay
1,507 For William Crace 961 For Don Carlson

143 Non-Votes 710 For Alan Schwartz 10 Write in Votes 906 For H. Overtoom
0 Spoiled S Write in Votes 103 Non-Votes 886 For Wm. Schmeelk
54 Non-Votes 1 Spoiled 737 For Louis Caponi
1 Spoiled 700 For Gerald Dangelo
) _ 527 For John Fisher
Article 1V, Sec. 1B Change Article IV Sec. 2A Change 446 For Larry Nahigian
2,764 YES 2,832 YES 6 Write in Votes
355 NO 277 NO 196 Non-Votes
102 Non-Votes 112 Non-Votes 0 Spoiled
0 Spoiled 0 Spoiled

Congratulations to the newly elected Officers and Directors and “thank you” to all the members who voted.
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[ HUMAN INTEREST |
On Track and Learning!

[ was excited when I read the December, 1995 issue
of The Lion Roars, to find out that [ wasn’t the only
teacher using toy trains in the classroom. Louise
Noring’s layout in Indianola, lowa, is very similar to
what [ have been developing in my elementary
resource room. And, asin Ms. Noring’s setting, | have
found the trains to be a very positive addition to our
classroom.

Initially, I introduced the train as a chance to
stimulate some non-traditional learning in terms of
planning, measuring and conversion when creating
accurate size 1/64 scale buildings, and studying
communities as we built a city out of cardboard. We
also have had impromptu discussions on electricity
including transformers, conductors, motors and such.
Also the layout though a bit crude added a stimulating
decoration to our classroom.

I was surprised to find that many of my students
who had previously been unmotivated in school,
striving to complete their work on time so that they
might work on our class layout. Often times they were
begging to stay after school to work longer, can you
imagine that! | also found several students
accomplishing calculations, and creations I would not
have believed possible even in the hopes of a special
needs educator. Perhaps the greatest strength to this
was how it attracted many general education students
to venture into our classroom to view our creation. All
of a sudden the children in my class who are often
stigmatized by their disabilities were held in high
esteem for their in class project. They had created
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something they could truly be proud of, for many
this was a new feeling. In fact we are considering
making this a school wide club. The photo below
shows Jeff Boyer, David McNamara, Matt Erdos, Fred
Michelson and Matt Ingorsall working on the latest
stage of our project.

[ really had only intended to make this a temporary
set-up. | bought a 1972 Lionel #8040 steam
locomotive in pieces and a few cars at a resale shop
while on vacation in Seattle, Washington. [ showed
my purchase to the students prior to having it repaired
by a local enthusiast. After picking it up I let the kids
see it again in its restored state. The students were
really excited about it and it reminded me how I felt
when I got my first Lionel train the Christmas of 1972.
That’s when I decided the train might provide a real
teachable moment.
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The other cars in the Forney estate were made for pleasure before he started to manufacture standard
sale to the general public in the decade 1975-85. 1 gauge freight trains as a business.
added a second train room in my home to display them,
selling the duplicate cars. I believe that “Red” Forney
rebuilt and ran this unusual Lionel trolley for his own

Nelson Williams, RM #14062,
Floral City, Florida
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-id a set of trestles more to “scale

Later on in this issue ['ll be “Lookin’ Down The
Track”. For right now, I'm lookin’ up the track...that
is, an elevated track. I never liked the #110 Trestle
Set. Now, having said that, the reader is entitled to
know exactly why I feel this way.

First off, there is its engineered angle of ascent or
percent of elevation over distance to achieve that
amount of rise. The more common variant of the set
contains twenty-four piers...that’s twelve up and twelve
down. To put this in terms of distance required,
something on the order of one hundred and twenty
inches or so (if you are using them with O gauge
track...even shorter if you are using them with 027
track). I fully realize that the Lionel engineers
designed this system to work within the confines of a
limited amount of space. However. this translates into
something on the order of five percent grade. Within
the realm of the purist, this would be totally
unacceptable...two percent is the maximum allowable
in the gauge which we call our own.

So, the challenge is to basically double the distance
of rise or fall to achieve something on the order of what
is acceptable for the gauge we Lionel owner/
operators use.

Second, I deliberated over the longest period of time
as to how to accomplish this in an aesthetically
pleasing and sturdy design. To this end, I finally “hit”
upon the-design one day while walking west on
Eisenhower Avenue in Alexandria, Virginia, last year
while serving on a Reserve active duty tour. It was
right there in front of me...the precast concrete piers
used on Washington’s Metro System...a cylindrical
upright and boxed crosspiece.

In the past, I had been trying to find a way to use
2x4’s cut to length as piers. Somehow, this idea didn’t
seem to “cut the mustard”. 1 was trying to find all
kinds of ways to “hide” them for what they were...a
piece of 2x4.

The method of cutting, chamfering, and assembly
for this pier system is really quite simple.

Purchase some one inch (1”’) doweling. The cutting
dimensions are indicated in Table 1. This particular
doweling is a scale four feet thick in diameter and more
than sufficient to support the weights required. Next,
you will need to rip some one half inch stock from
2x4’s. (See photo 1) I am lucky in that with my
Shopsmith Mark V™. T am able to tilt my table and
use my disk sander and set it for two degrees (2°). With
a spacer block and the rip fence for support, |
chamfered one edge until that angle was reached on
one side. (Photo 2) I then cut these into lengths of
fourteen scale feet (3-1/2").

Next, using my trusty 3/8" variable speed drill and
a #8-1" pilot bit, I drilled a hole at each end of the
dowel portion of the pier assembly and one in the
center of the crosspiece...the holes for the dowel
portion is only to accept the #8 size screw used. The
cross piece is drilled for countersinking and to receive
the shoulder of the screw. Assembly of the pier and
crosspiece is with either a 1" or 1-1/2" long #8 screw
using either a #2 Phillips screwdriver or a bit driver
chucked into your variable speed drill or powered
screwdriver. (Photo 3)

| aligned the piers along an imaginary line of the
center rail and secured the rails by first drilling two
pilot holes for a #4 self-tapping pan head screw in each
crosspiece. I did this “catty-corner” from each other
in the two joined track sections. (Photo 4) Use
Lionel’s hardware to fasten the piers of the 110 set.

There will now be two (2) sections of track between
each 110 pier. (Photo 5) And, with the new wooden
piers in between the 110 piers, you'll have a realistic
looking and more to “scale”, 8 foot long, 2° grade
leading up to the original ‘A’ pier. (Photo 6)

For your reference, Table 2 lists the heights of the
piers in the Lionel #110 Trestle Set.

Happy railroadin’!

Ron Stem, RM #537,
Spring Hill, Florida
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Table 1 - DOWEL CUTTING DIMENSIONS

Use 3/8", 3/4" and 1-1/4" thick pieces of 2x4 as piers
between ‘L, ‘K’, ‘J> and ‘I, then cut dowels 1-1/4",
1-3/4", 2-1/4", 2-11/16", 3-3/16" and 3-5/8" lengths
to go with 1/2" thick crosspieces. (See Notes below.)

Notes: As the transition is very minor at both the
bottom and top of the grade, use one (1) track section
to each ‘L’ pier and between piers ‘C’; ‘B’; and ‘A’.
(No “extra” wood piers between these last 3 piers.)

The Lion Roars

Table 2 - #110 TRESTLE SET PIER DATA

‘L= 3/16" ‘K= 12" Jo=1"

T = 1-1/2" ‘H = 2" ‘G’ = 2-1/2"
‘F'= 2-15/16" ‘E’ = 3-7/16"  ‘D’= 3-15/16"
‘C’= 4-5/16" ‘B’ = 4-1/2" ‘A = 4-3/4"

Then, use two (2) track sections between all the
other #110 Trestle set piers. You’ll end up with a 1/2”
rise (which is about a 2° grade) for every two sections
of track instead of a 1” rise (or 5° grade).
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Next, I glued | inch wooden corner molding on the
outside edges of the Styrofoam to give it some added
strength and painted the blue Styrofoam sheets white
to match the cotton snow that would go on top of the
sheets. (The “snow” was actually a roll of quilt batting
that T bought at a fabric store and glued to the
Styrofoam.) Photo 3 is our youngest daughter, Caitlin
helping with the painting.

[ used 16 straight and 16 curved pieces of regular
O gauge track to create a layout that traversed the
entire area and went behind the Tree. (Refer to the
track sketch below for details.) We bought a new
artificial Christmas Tree to use instead of a real one
(to keep it up longer) and didn’t mount the bottom row
of branches so the train could pass under and easily
clear them.

To complete the layout, we used lighted, snow scene
ceramic houses/buildings, added trees, people and
lampposts to all go along with the trains.

Photo 4 is a close up view of the layout to show
some of the details on it, including the #2023 Union
Pacific Alco diesel that heads up the three Pullman
passenger cars that go around the tracks.

And, photo 5 demonstrates the overall pleasing
visual effects of the completed project that greets
guests and visitors during the Holidays Season.

Materials are rather inexpensive, easy to find and
you can complete the entire project in just several

hours of fun, learning and *“quality” time with your
family members.

[ learned once again that the most fun (for both me
and the entire family) is in the creation of our new
“Christmas Garden” layout and then watching others
enjoy the sights and sounds of the trains.

Dennis Moore, RM #16636,
Columbia, Maryland

g >
4 4
2'-8" s
2'-4
// 16 Straight “O” Sections
L 16 Curved “O” Sections
2 OII I_4I ‘I
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Here's a look at a group of enthusiasts who enjoy showing
their great work and love of trains to others!

Hello, here’s some background information and
photos about our club, as shown in our logo above, the
Chicagoland Lionel® Railroad Club. We have been in
operation for about two years now.

Our club was formed with the help and guidance of
Gerald Brettschneider of the Milwaukee Lionel®
Railroad Club. His club will be celebrating their 50th
Anniversary next year, so Gerry’s expertise was a great
help in getting us started.

We currently have 177 members that operate Lionel
equipment on a modular layout. One of our goals is
to have a permanent housing site for a layout such as
the Milwaukee club has. To help us reach this goal,
we offer our specially developed in association with
Lionel club cars for sale.

The first was the 6464-555 Chicago and
Northwestern Box Car last year, and this year it’s a
choice of one or both Santa Fe Extended Vision
Cabooses. The bottom photo on the facing page shows
the Cabooses, and if any LCCA members are interested
in them, they are priced at $79.95 each or both for
$159.90. Orders will be taken until August 31, 1996
and delivery is anticipated in December. Also,
membership fees for our club are $10 annually. To
order, join the club or if you have any questions, you
can contact me or write to the club at:

The Lion Roars
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Chicagoland Lionel® Railroad Club
Department OGR

471 S. Lively Blvd.

Elk Grove, IL 60007-2011

We set up our current modular layout every month
at our meetings so members can run trains, and we also
attend trains shows in the local area such as the
Chicago Model and Hobby Show in October, the
DuPage Train Shows in Wheaton, Illinois, and various
mall shows throughout the year. The modular layout
can be set up at two heights, 40 inches high when we
run our own equipment and also 20 inches high. This
is our “hands on” height and we have three transformer
stations where kids of all ages can run trains and
operate accessories. We do approximately four or five
of these “hands on” shows a year and have kids waiting
in line to operate the trains at these events. These
junior engineers get to run the trains from either a
stationary transformer location or use Lionel’s
new hand held TrainMaster units. The modular layout
is still growing and being modified. Our largest
setup to date was 8x1, which translates to 32 foot
long straights on each side, giving us track to run
nice long consists.

We will have the layout in Grand Rapids this July
at the Convention. The overall size will depend on how
many modules we can transport there. We’re looking
forward to showing the layout along with meeting
many LCCA members and their families.

The top two photos on the facing page show the
layout in operation at the LCCA Meet in Naperville,
Illinois, last year (left) along with Chicagoland Lionel®
Railroad Club members who attended the show. (I'm
right in the middle of the picture.) The next four photos
have some scenes of our layout as it was set up a
various mall shows. Kids of all ages sure like to see
and operate the trains!

John Flinn, RM #9576,
Prairie View, Illinois
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Mystery of the Month

Now and again the ole Rambler hangs out with a couple
of groups of extremely dangerous people, journalists and
thespians. JUST KIDDING! Actually they are railfans
and scale modelers. Amateurs need be cautious when
sampling some of the more bizarre behaviors of these
folks. The former have been known to buy full size
locomotives, for instance, or even entire rail lines. The
scale dudes get it in miniature down to the last 17/64 inch
to the foot. The scale modelers also have the most
complete historical records imaginable when it comes to
trains. The catalog cover and pages shown above came
from their files.
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BRAND NEW!
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31g2t ssetlons of carved track
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Eerenots contrel track
o 90 Wsit tranaforser
e OTZ logkon

The sets are Lionel, but the set numbers are Boston
Model Railroad numbers. The year appears to be 1955
or ‘56. Were these in Lionel OB’s or reboxed? Any of
ya’ll Beantown (Go Redsox) boys have one with all the
original paperwork?? Anyone have a complete catalog to
copy? Who will solve the Mystery of the Catalog of
Uncataloged Sets??

John William Coniglio, RM #4891, is THE Three Rail
Rambler. Contact the Rambler at:

P.O. Box 6312, Chattanooga, TN 37401.

Phone 1-423-843-2360. Before 11 PM Eastern.
Please don’t call collect; not even train collect.
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