









































Photo#5isthe Basculebridge
operated by model airplane
servos modified to work
directly off of 9voltDCrather
than the radio receiver. The
servos are concealed in the
control house and in a tool
box on the opposite side of
the track. The counter weight
isfunctionaland is filled with
lead weights. This bridge is
also built with 1/4"
basswood, and the base is
1/8" plywood. I used the
heads of common straight
pins for the rivet heads. I
installed two lights on the
bridge; green forbridge down
and red that it’s up.

Photo # 6 shows a portion of
my “O” gauge layout that is
equipped with paper
structures. These buildings
are supplied in a book. They
are printed in several colors
and come with complete
instructions.  They are
interesting pieces to cutout
and assemble. (Editor’s Note:
Sources are Perigee Books
and Pioneer Valley Models
available from:

GP Putnam’s Sons

200 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10016)

Photo # 7 shows some of the
structures that are in use on
my 12 X 8 foot layout, which
features “O” gauge on the
bottom level and Standard
gauge on the upper level.

Bob Holme, RM #4023
Middletown, NJ

(Editor's note: The author is
working withassociate editor
Bob Amling, to produce astep
by step method of building
the Hellgate Bridge. If you
would like to see plans for
any of the structures, write to
Bob Amling at2023 Coyle St.,
Brooklyn, NY 11229.)
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TRACKSIDES 3

Anthony Balsamo, RM #6933 of Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey, sent these photos of his layout that was last set-up in
1979. One of its unique features were the scratchbuilt buildings and structures he had assembled. The brown building
in photo #1 was built out of...coffeestirrers. (A lot of stirrers!) It served as a turnaround point for the #50 gang car. He’d
secured a block of wood to the table inside the shed. The gang car would enter, hit the block, then exit which created
realistic action. The shanty building next to a yard track shown in photo #2 was also built of stirrers. Photo #3 is a water
tower constructed from a junker single dome tank car with balsa wood and plastic parts. Other scenes in photos #4 and
5 have a mix of handmade and Plasticville buildings. And finally, in photo #6, a Jersey Central diesel waits on a siding
for a steam engine to clear the mainline. Anthony, thanks for allowing us to share ideas and show off your fine work. May
our recreating it here bring back some fond memories for you!
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SILVER SPRINGS BILLBOARD SIGNS

Introduction (Photos are on pgs. 20-22.)

Most LCCA members are familiar with the miniature
billboards which Lionel has produced on and off since 1949
for use as scenery on toy train layouts. Of the many
different billboard signs produced by Lionel, three
advertised the Silver Springs tourist attractionnear Ocala,
Florida. These three were made inthe early 1950’s and are
shown in photo #1. Displayed in photo #2 are billboards
which were produced by Silver Springs, not by Lionel. The
signs are identical to those produced by Lionel except for
slight differences in the shading of the colors. These signs
are sometimes mistaken for Lionel #310 billboard signs
and are often found at train meets. This is not surprising
because many were mailed to Lionel train owners in the
1950’s by the advertising department of Silver Springsand
included by Lionel in certain boxed train sets.

Thanks to many helpful collectors, the authors have found
fifty-eight (58) different Silver Springs billboard signs so
far. About 50 of these signs are visible in photo #3 which
shows the authors’ display at the 1992 LCCA Convention
in Orlando.

We would like to caution readers that even though this
article represents over four year’s worth of research and
study by theauthorswithcontributions by members spread
all over the United States and Canada, it is by no means a
complete, comprehensiveand finalauthoritativedocument.
This article represents our best attempt at summarizing
and presenting the information that we have collected to
date. We still welcome any future contributions of related
material or information.

Comparison Of
Silver Springs And Lionel

The Silver Springs billboard signs are similar in size and in
overall appearancetoa Lionelbillboardsignbuttheydiffer
in obvious ways. The two most noticeable differences are
(1) the words “Outdoor Adv.” printed on the lower front
border rather than “Standard” which appears on all of the
Lionel signs produced from 1949 to 1955; and (2) instead of
the plain cardboard backing that Lionel used, the back of
the Silver Springs signs is a blue ink blotter (remember
them), as shown in photo #4. Some of you younger
members may not be familiar with ink blotters or fountain
pens, which were the instruments for which blotters were
designed! Speculation on why Silver Springs produced
these signs as ink blotters is provided later in the article.

As can be expected, all of the signs found so far contain the
name “SILVER SPRINGS” and with all the letters
capitalized. All but two include “Florida’s” before the
namealthoughitis notalwaysin all capitalletters. Thetwo
exceptions do have the word “Florida” elsewhere on the
sign. Quite a few of the signs contain the words “NEAR
Friendly OCALA” which is always near the bottom of the
sign and most of the time in the lower right hand corner.
The word “Friendly” is always in italics. Many also have
asmall drawing of the Glass Bottom Boat, which is usually
in the lower right hand corner. Photo #5 shows a sign
which includes both of these features.
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by Bill Trappen & Dick Bruning

The border of the Silver Springs billboards is similar to
Lionel’sasthereare51/2to6rowsofsquaredotsunder the
sign. The Lionel billboards produced through 1955 had 5
1/2rows while some later varieties had 6 and others had 5
rows.

A third difference on many of the Silver Springssignsis the
color of the border surrounding the scene. Although the
green border found on all Lionel billboards from 1949 to
1962 was used on almost 75% of the Silver Springs sign
varieties which we have found so far, we have also found
5other border colors asshown on many of the other photos
in this article. The other border colors include a second
distinctly different shade of green and three distinctly
different shades of blue and gray. There also seems to be
slight differences in the shades of gray borders but the
differences are not nearly as obvious as with the green and
blue borders. Not included in the Silver Springs border
colors was the purple or lavender border used by Lionel in
the mid-1960’s. We are quite certain that production of the
Silver Springs miniature billboard signs had ended by
then.

Another difference is that instead of the black color which
isalwaysfound in theoval containing thewords “Standard”
on the Lionel signs, the color for the oval behind the words
“Outdoor Adv.” on the Silver Springs signs vary as a total
of fivedifferentcolorshavebeenfound:black, blue, maroon,
green and red. In addition there are also variations in the
shades of theblueand red background colors. Notcounting
these minor variations in border or oval colors, a total of ten
different combinations of border and background colors
have been found so far. However, the “Lionel” color
combination of a green border with a black oval was also
the most widely used by Silver Springs since over half of
the signs found so far have this same combination. A
description of the colors and a sample of each color
combination is included in this article.

The final difference is that these signs have only been
found asseparate signsand notin attached sheets containing
anywhere from 3 to 10 signs separated by perforations like
Lionel’s.

Silver Springs HO Billboards

Note the two different sizesin photo #2, thelarger of which
is 3" x 5" and was designed to fit into a Lionel #310 frame.
The other size is a 40% reduction (1.8" x 3") and could be
called HO-size. Thisversionhas a plaincardboard backing
unlike the ink blotter backing on the O gauge size. But the
picture as well as the border color and “Outdoor Adv.”
background color on the HO billboards are each identical
to the corresponding sign in O gauge size. Of the 58
different signs found so far, all but two have been found in
“O"” gauge and 48 have been found in the HO size. Ironically,
one of the two not found in O gaugeis the “America’s *Big*
Three!” flag sign which is a very common “O” gauge
Lionel billboard sign produced in 1950-51. The Silver
Springs HObillboard issomewhat larger than Lionel’s HO
billboard signs, which do nothave aborder. However, the
small Silver Springs size is smaller than the Plasticville
billboards that were popular in the 1950’s.
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We have not found any frames in which they fit which
raises a question: why were the Silver Springs HO signs
produced in a size apparently without corresponding
frames?

After years of speculation on our part, we heard from
Clarence Haney, a model railroader who formerly lived in
Florida. Mr. Haney was instrumental in helping create the
“HO” sized Silver Springs billboard sign and he has
documentation to prove it! In 1952 he received some “O”
gauge signs from Silver Springs and wrote a letter
suggesting that they produce signs for HO model
railroaders, as well. Silver Springs responded with a letter
from Peter Schaal written in December 1952 asking Mr.
Haney to advise Silver Springs what the overall size of the
HO billboard should be. A copy of this letter is shown
lower, left. According to Mr. Haney, he responded by
suggesting that they make the HO sign half the size of the
O gauge sign. He then received another letter from Peter
Schaal in January 1953, thanking him for providing the
dimensions and advising that they would produce HO
signs shortly thereafter. This letter is shown lower, right.
The Silver Springs HO signs were produced but as 60% of
the O gauge size, rather than half the size. But, we still
haven’t found any frames in which they will fit!

FLORIDA'S SILVER SPRINGS

Silver Springs, Florida

December 30, 1952

Mr. Glarence Hla“::y
Route 2, Box 1136
Fort Lauderdale, Florids

Your letter of the 29th suggesling that we reach the "HO"
group of model railroad (ans with a billboard half the size of the
one | aent you Is deeply appreciated.

1 had intended to include in my letter the auggestion that "HO"
owners cut the bottom lstticework effect off the billboard and get
a board almost in keeping with their set.

However, acling on your auggestion, you will soon see in several
model railrosd magazines an advertisement inviting "HO" owners
to write for miniature billboards thst will be in perfect acale with their
equipment,

In this connection, can you let me know what the overall size of
the biilboard should be. [ will have bur artiat reduce the sketch down
to (it that new dimension as soon as | hear from you.

Sincerely yours,

Peter Schaal:bs
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Silver Springs
Background Information

The story of how the miniature Silver Springs blotter-
s?fled billboardsdeveloped and matured is partand parcel
of the history of the Silver Springs recreational area itself.
What is also interesting to us is the important role that
railroads played in helping to develop the attraction.

Located near Ocala, about 75 miles north of Orlando, Silver
Springs is one of the pioneer tourist attractions in the state
of Florida. Prior to the opening of Walt Disney World in
Orlandoin 1971, Silver Springs was one of themost popular
tourist attractions in Florida and had a substantial share of
the tourism market. Among the attractions at the park over
the years have been the Glass Bottom Boats, a jungle river
cruise, reptile exhibits, antique car museum, etc. The park
was also used for Lloyd Bridges’s Sea Hunt TV program
back in the 1960’s and several Tarzan movies.

Silver Springs is really just another body of water seeping
through the earth’s crust. Like many of the other springs
in Florida, it is simply part of the Florida Aquifer flowing
near the surface of the earth.

(Text continues on page 23.)

FLORIDA'S SILVER SPRINGS

Silver Springs, Florida

Jenuary 17, 1953

Mr. Clarence J.Haney
Route 2, Box 1136
Fort Lsidderdale, Florids

Thank you so much for your letter giving recommended
dimcnsions for billboards for HO scale model railroads.

You will shortly reccelve a letter from me which will include
some billboards of that size. You will also notice ads in the
better model publications inviting HO, O, and tinplate guage rail
fans to write us for biliboards in any size they desire.

Thanking you again, 1 em

Sincerely yours,

April, 1994
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK:

April! With spring here, can summer and our Convention be that far away?

At the spring Board of Directors meeting in Chattanooga, Tennessee, this March, the Officers and Directors had a chance
to see the area and the Convention site first-hand. The Marriott with its in-site trading hall are not only beautiful but also
sgacious with easy loading and parking. Convention Chairman Charles Sahm brought his crew to the meeting and it was
obvious they were anxiously looking torward to the event and well prepared for all of you to "come on down."

The city of Chattanooga is clean, well lit and revitalized. It's also very easy to get around. They have a shuttle bus system
that runs continuously past all the points of interest includin {ookout ountain, the Tennessee Aquarium, the
Chattanooga Choo-Choo and many more. The shuttle is reasonably priced and eliminates worries about the weather,
parking or having to walk too far and allows you to take in all the area has to offer. The Tennessee Visitors Bureau has
"The 1994 Vacation Guide" available to all who request it. Along with the 154 page book you get an official highway map.
By calling (615) 741-2158, you can receive both in your mailbox in about two weeks and best of all - it's free! What a beautiful
area with fabulous events planned - don't miss it!

The Board of Directors meeting was long and fruitful. One subject was the proposed postal rate hike. Presently, we mail
The Interchange Track First Class to all our members as part of your membership dues.

Current cost for 11,000 copies @ $0.76 for 3 oz. = $8,360 per issue (or $50,160/year)
With proposed $0.03/0z. hike @ $0.85 for 3 oz. = $9,350 per issue (or $56,000/ year)

Now a $0.03 increase won't affect ou‘fvpersonal lives much, but the additional $0.09 per copy per issue will quickly add
$5,940 to the Club's mailing budget. We feel The Interchange Track is the best publication of its kind. We want to continue
serving the membership by improving it and keeping it timely so we'll continue on as we do now and watch our expenses
in all areas.

Our flagship Fublication, The Lion Roars, just keeps Clgetting bigger and better. (How about our first ever centerfold this
issue!) Now, if we could only get it toyou in a safe and timely manner! The February mailing was huge with The Lion Roars,
the 1994 Lionel catalog, two flyers and the Chattanooga Convention brochure all in the same envelope. If we had mailed
it First Class, the package would have cost $2.90 each for a total of $31,900 in postage for the one mailing. Well, we mailed
it Third Class (or gulk rate) on February 11th. Our printerinserted cards in various packets asking members to return them
stating the date they received their Lion Roars. The results were terrible! Some did get it in about a week, but the majority
were delivered three, four and (would you believe?) five weeks later! As a possible solution, we are checking on Second
Class mailing which we are told will improve delivery but, as always, it will cost us more. Perhaps in recognition of us
using legible labels, proper packaging and payinga ton of money monthly to mail both of our publications, the Club will
receive an "Appreciated Customer Award" from the U.S. Post Office - but then again, perhaps not.

In the Board of Directors minutes published in this issue, the Nominating Committee presented their candidate
recommendations. My thanks to Chairman Larry Kesselring as well as Mike Sciavicco and Dick Kirchner for their efforts
on this very important task.

On the facing page is our unveiling of the promotion for "our" video. Tom McComas RM #1083, of TM Books & Video has

roduced another first in train col%ecting or the LCCA. T have had the opportunity to see the video tape presentation and
it's 1éreat! The camera went everywhere we went and filmed Club members and their families along with Lionel employees
at the banquet, the Lionel Visitors Center and Factory, Carail, Madison Hardware and the hotel. The numerous stills, the
action, the dialogue - all blended masterfully by Tom McComas is truly a ""must have" for your library. Unfortunately,
I'm not in it but I know you are! Instructions for ordering the presentation are on the facing page. Again, when you see
it, you'll love it!

Note ... We still have a very limited supply of the Madison Hardware trucks available. Don't forget to get what you need
now; they are going fast. In case you missed any of the previous flyers, an order form is included with this issue of your
TLR. This special tractor trailer set will never be made again - enough said?

For Christmas, 1994, we will again offer a Stocking Stuffer. More details will become available later this year. (Just as a
teaser, a program was approved at the recent Board Meeting.)

Enclosed is another catalog from Lionel on items for sale with their logo. We are happy to give you all the catalogs made
available by Lionel so your "paper” collections are up to date. Thad an Oinportunity to see many of the items first-hand at
the Dealerereview in ]anuar{. lltheitemsareinkeeping with LTI's philosophy of producing a quality product. As Isaid
witﬁ th}f last catalog, kick back, enjoy it; maybe someone you know wiﬁuse the catalog for that special gift for the "collector”
in the house.

With everything the Club is doing, along with the ever increasing membership rolls, hang on - stick with us - it's going
to be a GREAT year. S2e you next issue.

Charles P. Seddon, President
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