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I've come up with a method that will add realistic op-
eration of the red warning lights on a Lionel 252 Crossing
Gate accessory. With this method, the lights will flash on
and off just like they do on a real crossing gate.

Here’s you do:
1. Insulate the lamp socket assembly from the contact
spring by either:

a. Bending the spring away from the socket, or
b. Placing an insulating material between the con-
tact spring and the lamp socket.

2. Solder a wire to the base of the lamp socket assem-
bly.
(This is now the *+” feed to the lamp rather than the
spring contact.)

3. Hook this new feed wire to some sort of flasher unit.

(A single flasher unit will operate numerous light
bulbs.)

4. All the other connections to the Crossing Gate are
the same as before.

The result is that as the train passes over the insulated
rail the coil of the Crossing Gate is activated and the
crossarm will remain in the down position, but the lamp
and thus the red lenses will flash on and off as long as the
circuit is completed by train wheels on the insulated rail.

Some other
» Use a fuse between the transformer and flasher unit.

» Use a diode between the flasher unit and each lamp.

« Use at least two insulated rails--one or more on each
side of the crossing gate.

+ You may want to use a relay or a relay with time
delay with the insulated rails.

Enjoy the realistic action of the 252 Crossing Gate!

— Charles Lambe, RM #8781, Zwingle, lowa

Lion Roars

Tune. 1994
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