
































TRACKSIDE 1

The photographs on this and the next page are a “before and after” portrayal of the layouts of Dan Johnson, RM #10687
from Upper Jay, New York. The black and white shots on the bottom of this page were taken around 1964 in the basement
of his childhood home in Huntington, Long Island. A former ping-pong table was used for the main section with
additional bench work to create more space for trackage and an L shaped layout. Notice at the right side of the right hand
photo the American Flyer mainline that was added for his younger brothers’ trains. Even at this early stage of his model
railroading hobby, Dan was into creating scenery for his train layout.

The color photographs on the facing page were taken recently and show a portion of the new, improved and much larger
layout that Dan started construction on in 1984. As shown in these pictures, he loves to add lots of detail so the layout
will look as realistic as possible. The freight house in the center of the top photo was modeled after the one found in
Nicholson, Pennsylvania, on the old DL&W (Lackawanna) Line, just below Tunhannock Viaduct. The wholelayout is an
attempt to recreate the presence and feel of the old Erie and Lackawanna Railroads. Danhas tried to collect all of the Lionel
offerings from these two now bygone railroads. He is always searching at meets and has repainted some equipment to
look prototypical.

Background scenery on Dan'’s current layout was painted by an artist/friend of his in exchange for some electrical work
at the artist’s home. The city section consists of HO flats from Walthers mixed with HO building kits. (This smaller scale
really adds depth to the scene.) Most structures have been scratch built, often from magazine articles. Windows, doors
and other details are from Grandt Line, or homemade. Many of the vehicles and some of the railroad cars have been
repainted, decaled, weathered and have additional detailsadded to them.

There is also a display case on the wall at one end of his layout. Trains can be driven directly out of the display case and
onto the elevated track shown in the city scenes. (Visitors really enjoy seeing that happen!)
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in either the top of the caboose or the loco cab. The loco
wheels have a rubber tread to ensure traction on most any
household surface. Mark Gordon informed us that this
was just the first item in the World of Little Choo Choo and
additional items and accessories were planned.

COLOR ME CREATIVE

Alsoondisplay was aspecial uncataloged set whichwillbe
available through dealers. Photo 2 shows the Crayola
Crayons Train set. The set features a Crayola Industrial
Switcher in typical Crayola trademark and colors we
remember from our childhood. The Crayola gondola in
Photo 4 features a set of 24 washable crayons. The photo
shows a prototype and not an actual production piece. In
the photo, blue styrofoam is used to support the crayons.
This will be replaced in the production run with plastic or
cardboard. Photo 5 is the box car which will be supplied
without graphics. The car will have an orange roof and
ends, but the white front and back will be just that, white.
The washable crayons can then be used by the child to
personalize the car. The car in the photo gives you an
example. The set ends up with a red Crayola caboose as
shown in Photo 6. Steve Saxton told us that the graphics
would probably change slightly with the red crayon
replaced with a different color for better contrast. The
caboose is not illuminated.

Rounding out the set is O27 track, transformer and a
special paper playmat with outlines, ready to be colored in
with the crayons and creativity of the children. The only
thing missing from the set is the crayon sharpener. The
Binney and Smith Crayola trademark designisalso carried
out on the set box, which has the appearance of a large box
of crayons. This set is obviously designed to sell
inexpensively and toprovidea greatdeal of play value for
children (and train nuts).

THOMAS AND FRIENDS

In addition to the regular catalog, Lionel will also be
releasing a special Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends
Electric Train System catalog. This catalog will feature
several new Thomas related trains and accessories. The
Thomas set is being expanded this year to a deluxe set
which willincludeseveral itemsnot found inlast year’s set.
Three figures are now included featuring Sir Topham Hatt,
a conductor and a driver. See Photo 7. The figures are
cleverly designed with a removable base which allows the
character to ride inside the engine or coaches.

The new set also includes a new sound system for Thomas.
This is a separate unit with six push buttons, see Photo 7.
Eachsound is individually activated by pushing a button.
The sounds include a Thomas whistle, chuffs, squealing
brakes, Thomas theme music and two voices saying “Well
done!” and “You're a really useful engine!” Two AA
batteries are supplied along with a belt clip that lets you
take the sounds with you.

The deluxe set will also include three thin plastic faces
which can be put on over Thomas’ face to change his
expression. New facial expressions include surprised,
tired and angry. Finally, a large vinyl playmat will be
included. This full color playmatfeatures detailed graphics
of the Island of Sodor and has a full size track pattern. (See
Photo 18.) Additional track and switches would be needed
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to fill the entire track pattern. This year the Thomas track
willhave the track ties molded in yellow instead of brown.
Lionel will be selling additional track separately. Manual
switches with yellow ties and new larger handles for small
hands are available separately.

A new style blue transformer will be included. This
transformer uses a power cube at the wall with the blue box
providing speed and direction control. See Photo 13. The
price for the new deluxe set is $199.95.

There’snoreason for those who purchased the original set,
which retailed for $169.95, to feel they’ve missed anything.
Lionel is offering a Thomas Play Pack, allowing last year’s
purchasers to upgrade. The Play Pack includes all of the
extraitemsin thedeluxesetand hasa suggested retail price
of $29.95.

Thomas is being joined this year by another of his friends
being produced by Lionel. A new set called James and the
Troublesome Trucks will premier. This new set is shown
in Photo 15. This set includes a circle of yellow tie Large
Scale track and the new transformer, similar to the one
supplied with Thomas, except in red to match James. See
Photo 13. James is bright red and slightly larger than
Thomas. James also has pilot wheels and a coal tender.
Mechanically, James uses the same motor and drive system
that is used by Thomas.

Along with James are the Troublesome Trucks, a pair of
gray gondolas with faces which are pulled by James. This
set also includes a set of three face covers to change James’
expression. The faces include surprised, tired and sad. The
faces are shown along with the Thomas faces in Photo 8.
Each of the Troublesome Trucks also include three
interchangeable faces of their own. Justas in the Thomas
set, hook and loop couplers are used. This set has a
suggested retail price of $179.95. Both James and the
Troublesome Trucks are available separately. James the
Red Engine retails for $79.95 and the Troublesome Trucks
for $29.95.

Finally for Thomas and friends is the Thomas Building
Pack. This includes a set of three colorful buildings which
willeasily snap together. Thebuildingsinclude Wellsworth
Station, with a lift-offroof, awindmill with blades that turn
and a water tower with a spout that moves up and down.
The set has a suggested retail price of $29.95. (See Photos
11, 16-18.)

THAT'S IT FOR NOW

Well, thereitis for another year. We’ve all heard talk about
how train companies are not doing enough to get new
blood into the hobby. I think it’s obvious that Lionel is
making a concerted effort in that direction. Probably
because they realize the importance of expanding the
number of us who know how much funrailroading canbe.
Onceagain,I’d like to thank the folks at Lionel for their help
and cooperation in getting this information to you as
quickly as possible. Best wishes and hope you find what
you're looking for in the new Lionel catalog.

Bill Schmeelk, RM#6643
15 Birchwood Lane
Hillsdale, NJ 07642
(201) 358-1955

February, 1994


































































